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LTTE URGED TO OBSERVE RULES 
OF ARMED CONFLICT 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
in its September 1991 report on Sri 
Lanka entitled “Human rights 
violations in a context of armed 
conflict”, has included for the first 
time details of human rights violations 
allegedly committed by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
Under the Geneva Conventions 
(Article 1 paragraph 1 of Additional 
Protocol II), a non-international 
armed conflict refers to “any situation 
where dissident forces are organised 
under the leadership of a responsible 
command and exercise such control 
over a part of the territory as to 
enable them to conduct sustained and 
concerted military operations”. 


The recognition of the situation in 
Sri Lanka as an ‘armed conflict’ may 
have been prompted by the ability of 
the LTTE to hold territory and the 
sustained conventional military 
operations against the Sri Lankan 
armed forces, most recently in 
Vavuniya, Elephant Pass and 
Mullaitivu. 


The recognition would seem to 
entail the application of international 
humanitarian law (the four Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and the two 
Additional Protocols of 1977 ) to 
internal disturbances, like the 
application of human rights law, 
although such application would not 
affect the legal status of parties to the 
conflict (Art. 3 para. 4 common to the 
four Conventions). Article 3 which is 
common to the four Conventions and 
the Additional Protocol II are 
applicable in relation to protection of 
victims of non-international armed 
conflicts. 


The LTTE is accused of ‘arbitrary 
arrest, incommunicado detention, 


torture, “disappearances” and 
extrajudicial executions. Geneva 
Conventions provide that ‘persons 
taking no active part in the hostilities, 
including members of armed forces 
who have laid down their arms and 
those who are ors de combat (out of 
the fight) for any other reason will in 
all circumstances be treated humanely 
without any adverse distinction’ (Art. 
3 common to the four Conventions). 


Those detained for reasons related 
to the armed conflict must be 
accorded all guarantees of medical 
care, food, hygiene, safety, relief, the 
practice of their religion and working 
conditions. Passing of sentences and 
carrying Out executions without 
previous judgment pronounced by a 
regularly constituted court, affording 
all the judicial guarantees are 
prohibited by the Conventions. 


Additional Protocol II lists the 
following also as prohibited (Article 
4): 


a) Violence to life, health and 
physical or mental well-being, 
particularly, 


-murder,; 
-corporal punishment, 
-motiations, 


-forture in any form whether 
mental or physical, 


b) outrages upon personal 
dignity, in particular humiliating 
and degrading treatment; 


c) the taking of hostages; 
d) collective punishments; 


e) threats to commit the 


foregoing acts. 


The Protocol stipulates that 
children must receive the care 
and aid they need, particularly 
with regard to education, 
including religious and moral 
education, and steps must be 
taken to return them to their 
families when they have been 
temporarily separated from them. 
Children under fifteen must not 
be recruited into the armed 
forces nor allowed to take part in 
hostilities. 


While demanding for just rights, it 
is imperative that the LTTE respects 
international law and takes every 
possible step for observing provisions 
of the Geneva Conventions, 
particularly those relating to the 
civilian populations of all communi- 
ties. The Conventions provide that ‘an 
impartial humanitarian body, such as 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), may offer its 
services to the parties to the conflict’ 
(Common Article 3 para. 2). ICRC is 
present in the North-East and its 
advice and assistance may be sought 
without difficulty. : 


The LTTE and the ICRC may be 
encouraged to hold discussions to 
overcome any obstacles that may be 
present, with the view to observing 
provisions of international humani- 
tarian law. The LTTE also may be 
encouraged to respond to the 
questions raised by Amnesty 
International in its recent report with 
the aim of improving the human 
rights situation in territories held by 
them ¢ 
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Impeachment is invalid - claims 
Premadasa 


THE impeachment drama entered its 
second phase in September with the 
sacking of former Ministers Lalith 
Athulathmudali and Gamini 
Dissanayake, G M Premachandra and 
five other rebels from the United 
National Party (UNP), on 6 
September. Earlier the Colombo 
District Court declined to give an 
order prohibiting the Executive 
Committee of the UNP from 
dismissing the rebels, on grounds that 
it had no jurisdiction. 


The decision of the Executive 
Committee was immediately 
challenged in court and the rebels 
would continue to be Members of 
Parliament until the final decision. 
Between mud-slinging, both parties 
strove to gather more support. While 
the rebels and the opposition held 
well attended rallies, the UNP 
parliamentary group met and 116 MPs 
signed a resolution expressing 
confidence in President Premadasa, 
which was immediately brought to the 
notice of the Speaker, M H 
Mohamed. 


On 13 September President 
Premadasa wrote to the Speaker 


Text books distort Tamil 
history 


Recently received Tamil text books 
published by the Government for 
primary schools are intended to 
mislead Tamil students in their 
formative years. Distorted versions of 
historical events from a Sinhala- 
Buddhist perception have replaced 
earlier objective accounts. The text 
books fail to describe the richness and 
antiquity of the Tamil language and 
more than proportionate Muslim 
materials have been included in the 
lessons, according to a senior lecturer 
in Tamil at the University of Jaffna 


informing that the Attorney-General 
had advised that the impeachment 
motion had ceased to be applicable 
from the time the proclamation 
proroguing Parliament was made. The 
letter also said that the impeachment 
resolution did not fall within Article 
70(4) of the Constitution and cannot 
be proceeded within the next session 
of Parliament on 24 September since 
the resolution had not been placed in 
the Parliament Order Paper. The 
Speaker stood firm and informed 
President Premadasa that the 
resolution had been accepted in terms 
of the Constitution and that he was 
not bound to take the advice of the 
Attorney General who was himself 
part of the executive. 


On 24 September when Parliament 
met, the shouting and abuses by the 
Opposition did not deter President 
Premadasa, who spoke on regardless. 
The following day the speaker 
announced that he would soon decide 
whether the impeachment resolution 
should be taken up for debate. The 
resolution is expected to be taken up 
when the Parliament meets on 8 
October¢ 





Traditional Tamil village 
renamed in Sinhala 


The traditional Tamil district of 
Tampalakamam in Trincomalee has 
been renamed “Lucky Wijegama” in 
Sinhala. New state planned and 
assisted Sinhala colonies are being set 
up with Sinhala names. What is 
remarkable is that Buddhist 
organisations are beleived to be 
financially assisting the colonists to 
build houses. Buddhist priests are 
prominent at ceremonies marking the 
opening of new colonies¢ 





EDF nominates new 
MPs 


Six new Members of Parliament have 
been nominated by the Elavar 
Democratic Front (EDF) for the 
Jaffna District and the notification has 
been published in the Government 
Gazette by the Commissioner ef 
Elections. The new members are V 
Subramaniam, V Sellathamby, V 
Sivanadiyar, K Selvanayagam, S 
Edward and K Sivagnanam. Eight 
members of the EDF were elected in 
the last general elections and the MPs 
resigned following the resumption of 
the North-East war in June 1990. 
EROS leader S Edward arrived from 
Jaffna and met President Premadasa 
on 26 September¢ 


0 CS 
Tamil concern over 
denial of language rights 


TULF MP Joseph Pararajasingam 
says in a letter to President 
Premadasa that the Tamil people are 
dissatisfied over the delay in the 
appointment of the Official Language 
Commission, although the enabling 
law was enacted seven months ago. 
He has pointed out that forms and 
certificates issued to the North-East 
by the Social Services Department 
and Health Department are only in 
Sinhala and name boards of buses in 
several areas are also only in Sinhala¢ 
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Civilian areas shelled in 
the nights 


The areas of Ponnalai, Moolai, 
Sulipuram, Sithankerni, Vadakam- 
barai and Sankanai in the Jaffna 
District are being regularly shelled in 
the nights from the Karainagar naval 
base. At least ten persons a day were 
injured and received treatment from 
Jaffna hospital in the month of 
September¢ 
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Tamil 
Information 


Tamil Information is _pro- 
duced monthly by Tamil Infor- 
mation Centre to - 


effectively disseminate 
information received by the 
Centre to internationalise and 
give exposure to the problems of 
the Tamil speaking people of Sri 
Lanka; 


keep the Tamil community and 
the international community 
informed of political, economic 
and social changes affecting the 
Tamil community and raise issues 
that need urgent discussion; 


create a sense of collective 
identity among Tamil groups and 
organisations by enabling them 
to communicate with one other 
regarding events, activities and 
interests; 

advertise community events and 


the activities and work of the 
Tamil information Centre; 


help people understand the 
nature of basic human rights and 
encourage them to appreciate 
past and present struggles for 
the realisation of human rights¢ 








UNHCR responds to Conference 
resolutions 


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees has responded to the 
resolutions adopted by the Conference entitled “AGONY... in the East” 
conducted by the Tamil Information Centre (TIC) on 7 July. 


In a letter addressed to the TIC, UNHCR urges that the ability of the 
international body to assist some 55,000 returnees and displaced persons in 
Mannar District depends on its strict adherence to its humanitarian and 


apolitical principles. 


Following the resumption of hostilities in mid-1990, UNHCR says, it 
established two Open Relief Centres and six Open Relief sub-centres through 
which an estimated 30,000 displaced persons have received assistance and that 
between September 1990 and June 1991, it transported over 2,700 tonnes of 
food and other relief items to Mannar District. The food transported was 


provided by the Sri Lankan government. 


UNHCR regrets that while it has field officers monitoring the situation in 
both Mannar Island and at Madhu Church, it is not in a position to extend its 
operation further in the North and East where other organisations operate¢ 





TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in September 1991 





SHR 616 


The Myth of Democracy in the killing 
fields of Sri Lanka by Campaign 
Against State Terrorism in Sri Lanka: 
CASTIS; 1991. 


22p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Tamils / Human Rights / Self- 
Determination / Colonisation / Aid. 


SHR 618 


Sri Lankan Politics and State 
Terrorism: a letter to Secretary 
General - United Nations 3rd 
Sep.1991 by Australasian Federation 
of Tamil Associations. 


3p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Peace Talks / State Terrorism / 
Appeal 


SHR 617 


Human Rights of Tamil People: an 
appeal to 43rd session of the UN sub 
commission on prevention of 
discrimination and protection of 
minorities. France: Tamil Coordinat- 
ing Committee; Aug.1991. 


Tables,58p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Appeals /Human Rights Violations 
/ Tamil Homeland. 


NS 


Thamizhan: a Tamil newspaper from 
London. 


London:Tamizhan Limited; 1st Oct. 
1991. 


16p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Peace Talks / Refugees / Politics / 
Culture / Literary / Events / Advertisements. 

PB 

Low Pay 


London: Newham Council Low pay 
Campaign, March 1991. 


DESCRIPTORS: Employment Rights / Wages Rights 


GFL 228 


Responding to the nutrition crisis 
among Refugees: the need for new 
approaches: report of the inter- 
national symposium Oxford: Refugee 
Studies Programme; 1991. 


36p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Refugees / Food / Aid / UN 
Agencies 
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September 4 


Loss of Income: Tamil MPs urged Pre- 
sident Premadasa to grant relief fo 
nearly 10,000 fishermen, labourers and 
farmers who have lost their means of 
livelihood consequent to the security 
situation in the North. 


People flee war-zone: Following the 
Elephant Pass battie, adjacent areas 
such as Yakkachi, Paranthan and 
Murasumoddai have become deser- 
ted. The area immediately south of 
Elephant Pass is being bombed by 
planes in the nights. 

September 2 


Scarcity of firewood: Firewood has 
become scarce in Mannar as Army 
mini-camps dot the whole of the 
Mannar region and people fear to 
venture out to wooded areas. Mar- 
gosa trees in residential compounds 
are being cut down for firewood. 


Passengers given questionnaires by 
security forces: Questionnaires are 
issued to Tamils passing Thandikulam 
from the North. Questions relate to 
whether Tamils prefer LITE administ- 
ration or the govemment, attitude of 
the armed forces towards civilians 
and conditions in the North. 
Sepfember 3 


Air Force bombing: Fighting continued 
in Velioya and Mullaitivu. The Air force 
bombed LITE positions in these areas 
and continuous shelling from the sea 
was reported in Mullaitivu and Kok- 
kuthoduvai. 


September 4 


School occupied by home guards: 
Parents complained to the Batticaloa 
Govemment Agent about the lack of 
schooling for their children. The Kalai- 
magal School at Kudiyiruppu is occu- 
pied by home guards for the past one 
year. 


Bodies found: Several bullet-ridden 
bodies of Tamil youths were found at 
Pudur, west of Batticaloa town. 


Civilians killed: N Kulanthaivel and R 
Ramalingam were shot dead and S$ 
Perumal was seriously injured when 
they came to inspect their homes in 
Kumanankulam, an area under the 
security forces. 


New military camp set-up: A new 
Special Task Force (SIF) camp was 
established in Sorikalmunai in the 


Ampoarai District. 
September 5 


Refugee shot dead: V Thangavelu, an 
inmate of the Kudyiruppu refugee 
camp in Batticaloa Distict who went 
to check his house was found dead 
on the road with gun shot injuries. His 
house had been bumft. 

September 6 


Attack on Army: The LITE made a 
surprise attack on the army guard 
post at Paraniyava in Anuradhapura 
and Military sources said that the 
attack was repulsed. 


Bomb kills soldiers: Two soldiers died 
and 12 seriously injured when a bomb 
exploded near the Kokkuveli military 
camp in Vavuniya District. 

September 7 


Plans for Refugees: The Kuchaveli 
Assistant Govemment Agent announ- 
ced plans for refugees in the Nilaveli 
refugee camp to be engaged in 
agricultural activities close to the 
camp. Arrangements are also being 
made to grant each refugee family Rs 
3000 and to provide them employ- 
ment. 


September 8 


No relief for refugees: Refugees who 
retumed to Eravur have not received 
relief for the last two months. Refu- 
gees retuming to Chenkaladi have 
not been provided relief for the last 
eight months except for Rs 500 per 
family. 


Foreign journalists in Jaffna: Following 
the end of the fighting at Elephant 
Pass and the opening of the road to 
the North a number of foreign corres- 
pondents visited the North fo interview 
LTTE leaders. 


September 9 


Soldiers killed by LTTE: An Army truck 
passing Nanattan in Mannar District 
was fired on by the LITE and five 
soldiers were killed. 


Skeletons found: Security forces said 
fifty skeletons with bullet marks were 
found at Pasikuddah in the Batticaloa 
District and alleged that these were of 
the policemen captured by the LTTE. 
September 10 


Fishermen killed: Soldiers patrolling the 
Batticaloa lagoon shot dead C Vipu- 
lan.,a teacher and P Pathmanathan 
on the Palugaman end of the lagoon. 


Two fishermen V Selvarajah and P. 
Thangathural were shot at while in 
their boat and taken away. 


Village deserted: Reports say fhat the 
Tamil Catholic majority village of Sorik- 
almunai near Sammanthurai is now 
deserted. The Catholic church is in a 
neglected state after the parish priest 
disappeared last year while passing 
through a nearby Muslim area. The SIF 
has set-up a camp in the village. 


Tamil not recognised by post office: 
Galle Post Office does not accept 
Tamil telegrams as there are no Offi- 
cers proficient in Tamil. 

September 11 


Tamil Nadu bans support for LITE: Tamil 
Nadu authorities banned meetings 
and processions supporting the LITE. 
The Chief Minister Jayalalitha announ- 
ced that those in breach will be 
charged under the National Security 
Act. 


Employment denied for repatriates: 
About 2000 plantation workers at 
Nayabedde tea estate in Ban- 
darawela staged a strike protesting 
against the refusal to provide employ- 
ment for those who had obtained 
Indian passports. 


Tamil refugees In Costa Rica: Seven- 
teen Tamil refugees who entered 
Costa Rica with the intention of pro- 
ceeding to the USA to seek asylum 
were detained. The authorities said 
they would be deported to Sr Lanka. 


September 12 


Ubrary neglects Tamil section: Tamils 
living in Kandy have complained that 
the Central library in the Kandy District 
which has a significant Tamil popula- 
tion does not cater to Tamil readers. 


Refugees from Mullaltivu: As a result of 
fighting in Mullaitivu and Velioya over 
2000 families moved to Visvamadu, 
Katchilaimadu, Puthukudiyiruppu and 
Udayarkattu areas. As the fighting 
spread to Chemalai, Alampil and 
Kumulamunai, residents of these areas 
also fled. Hundreds of houses, schools 
and places of worship have been 
destroyed. Bombing in the night by 
planes continues. 


Attack on military camp: The LTTE 
carried out an attack on the Mavadi 
Vembu military camp at Sithadikulam 
in the Batticaloa District. 


—_—_—_——_—_aaaeeoO0V30e —— — 
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September 473 


Economic Blockade: The economic 
blockade of the north by the ban on 
several essential items is further exa- 
cerbated by the security forces 
detaining lomies at Vavuniya. Less 
than ten lomies a day are allowed to 
pass and several lomies with essential 
items are held at Vavuniya for number 
of days. 


Refugees in Thaampalakamam: Tamil 
refugees in the Thampalakamam 
area who were persuaded by the 
Govemment fo retum to their homes 
have so far not received any relief. 


September 14 


School without class rooms: Parents 
have appeadied to Govemment auth- 
orities to provide necessary facilities at 
the Kannagi School at Puthuku- 
diyiruppu in Batticaloa District for edu- 
cation of children. There are 802 stu- 
dents and the school has no class 
rooms or equipment. Most classes are 
conducted under trees. 

September 15 


Vavuniya Schools closed: According 
to a survey conducted by the Depart- 
ment of Education, twentynine Tamil 
and Muslim schools in the Vavuniya 
District remain closed for the last one 
year as a result of the fighting in the 
North. 


Attempt to capture camp: Military 
sources reported stiff resistance by 
LTTE in their attempt to destroy LITE 
bases in Mullaitivu and Manal Aru 
areas. Both sides sustained heavy 
casualties. 

September 16 


Families displaced: Nearly 2500 fam- 
ilies living in Mullaitivu and Manal Aru 
have fled the areas following fighting 
between troops and the LITE . Con- 
tinued aerial bombardment has set 
alight vast areas of the forest and wild 
animals such as elephants, wild boar 
and leopards are menacing popula- 
ted areas in Nedunkemi. 


Body found: The body of A L Moha- 
med Rafeek who had been abduc- 
ted by unknown persons earlier was 
found buried by the road side at 
Navatkemi in the Batticaloa District. 


September 17 
Camp Michael attacked: According 


to reports the Army camied out a 
major attack on LTTE’s camp Michael, 


with aerial support cutting off re- 
inforcement to LTTE from Mannar. 


Clvillan casuatties: The Batticaloa 
Govemment agent announced that 
3586 Tamils were killed and 790 injured 
during the period June 1990 to April 
1991 in the Batticaloa District. 
September 18 


Executions In Batticaloa: Four bodies 
of Tamils with sign boards hung 
around the necks branding them as 
traitors and accusing them of helping 
the security forces were found tied to 
lamp posts in the Vantharamoolai 
town, Sindhaveli and at Chenkaladi, 
all in the Batticaloa District. Joint 
Operations Command in Colombo 
said that the dead persons had pro- 
vided information about LTTE. 
September 19 


Tamil Nadu fishermen missing: Twenty 
four fishermen were missing after they 
set out for fishing from Rameswaram. 
Bodies of three of them were found 
floating in the sea. 

September 20 


Milltary claim camp destroyed: 
Security forces announced that they 
have destroyed the LITE’s camp Sat- 
ish in Mullaitivu. 
Sepfember 21 


Tamil Division neglected: The public 
complain that the Kalmunai AGA Divi- 
sion has been neglected in providing 
relief to refugees. Although the Minis- 
try of Rehabilitation paid Rs 4,000 to 
families in all the AGA Divisions in the 
Amparai District, refugees in the Kal- 
munai Tamil Division have not been 
paid. 

September 22 


Publications only in Sinhala: Clr. K 
Subramaniam of the Talawakelle - 
Lindula Town Council drew attention 
to the fact that all Town council 
publications are produced only in 
Sinhala and urged the Town Council 
Chairman to publish in Tamil as well. 


Naval vessel hits sea mine: Three 
Navy personnel were killed when a 
Naval patrol boat hit a LTTE sea mine. 


September 23 


Fresh attack on LTTE camp: A military 
spokesman said that the Army have 
launched a fresh attack on another 
major LTTE camp and continue to 
experience stiff resistance from LTTE. 


September 24 


Muslims massacred: Gunmen entered 
the predominantly Muslim village of 
Palliyagodella, robbed two provisions 
stores, set fire to a house and shot 
and hacked to death 5 children and 
6 adults. This was the third attack on a 
Muslim village in the Polonnaruwa 
District. 

Sepfember 25 


Army gets tanks: Eighteen Chinese 
built tanks were delivered to the Si 
Lankan Amy. A further consignment 
of 25 tanks is expected from Poland in 
October. 


Hospitals for injured troops: Additional 
wards have been allocated in the 
Anuradhapura General Hospital for 
injured troops in the batte at Mullai- 
tivu. Special arrangements also have 
been made at Colombo and Pana- 
goda military hospitals and_at the 
Jayewardenepura hospital. 
Sepfember 26 


Govemment to sue: The Government 
announced that it has decided to sue 
the editors of privately owned news- 
papers which published claims that 
Colombo gave anti-aircraft guns to 
the LTTE. 


September 27 


Alrmen killed: Three Airmen were kil- 
led and eight others seriously injured 
when the LITE ambushed a security 
patrol in Trincomake. 

September 28 


LTTE camp bombed: Reports say that 
Aircrafts bombed several LITE camps 
in the Batticaloa District. 


Soldiers’ heads cut off: Eighteen sol 
diers were shot dead, their heads 
were cut off and taken away alle- 
gedly by the LITE. The killings were 
said to be to avenge the killing of LTTE 
Brigadier Anbu by the security forces. 
September 29 


LITE - PLOTE clash: According to 
reports LTTE attacked a PLOTE camp 
at Nochchimodddai in Vavuniya killing 
three cadres. In a counter attack two 
Tigers are said to have been killed. 
September 30 


Troops attack civilians: A PLOTE spok- 
esman said security forces attacked 
Tamil civilians and set fire to houses, 
hours after LITE ambushed and killed 
soldiers in the Amparai District. 
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New changes to 
administrative 


boundaries 
Sinnawathai, Palaniadiveddai and 
Vaakacholaiveddai colonies within the 
administrative district of Batticaloa 
were removed from the District and 
included in the adjoining Amparai 
District in June this year. The Tamil 
inhabitants of the annexed areas are 
terrorised by cordon and search 
operations and helicopter strafing and 
are forced to leave the District¢ 





Epidemics feared in the 
North 


Hospital authorities in the North fear 
outbreak of epidemics due to the 
breakdown of sanitation facilities, lack 
of water supply and preventive health 
measures. In such an emergency, 
available drugs would suffice only for 
a quarter of the population 





IMF to finance 


development 
The IMF is to provide Sri Lanka US$ 


455m as financing facility to expedite 
development activities¢ 





Refugee Relief delayed 


Around 10,000 families living with 
relatives and friends in the Batticaloa 
District have not received any relief 
for the last two months as a result of 
delay in sending requisitions on the 
part of the Assistant Government 
Agents¢ 





Breach of medical ethics 
in Colombo 


Tamil patients transferred from 
hospitals in the North to Colombo by 
the ICRC are being humiliated by 
medical officers in Colombo. Tamil 
patients are placed in a separate ward 
with fewer facilities and medical 
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officers destroy medical records taken 
by patients with them from the North. 
Doctors taunt the patients stating, 
“Tigers don’t deserve treatment here”. 
These observations were reported by a 
patient who returned to the North 
recently 
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No Tamil Officers in the 
Zonal Council 


Tourism Minister S Thondaman says 
in a letter to Public Administration 
Minister Festus Perera that despite 
the fact that large number of Tamils 
live in the Ambegamuwa area, there 
are no Tamil Officers in the 
Pradeshya Sabha(a zonal council) 
Office which has resulted in great 
difficulties to the Tamil population. 
Recently, eight officers were 
appointed, all of whom were 
Sinhalese¢ 





Rise in prices drives 
women to employment 


Families on fixed income in Sri Lanka 
have been adversely affected by rising 
consumer prices and travel costs. 
Many are struggling to make ends 
meet with inflation which runs at an 
annual average of 11% in the past 
decade and as a result many women 
are seeking employment. According to 
the survey conducted by labour 
researchers K Kuhathasan and L B 
Baddewela, 52 % of the Sri Lankan 
women work, compared with 50% of 
women in Thailand, 36% in 
Singapore, 32% in Korea and 
Indonesia and 20% in India. 


Women workers in Sri Lanka are 
largely employed in two industries - 
plantations, where they account for 
68% of the workforce and the 
garment industry where they hold 
90% of jobs. 


It is found that in the plantation 
sector there are 250,000 women 
workers; 145,000 in the public 
services; 111,000 in the industrial 


sector; 89,000 in the private sector; 
70,000 in the Colombo free trade 
zone; and 47,000 in state cor- 
porations. Apart from traditional 
sectors such as unpaid family work 
and agricultural and plantation 
labour, nursing and clerical jobs are 
the most wanted. According to the 
survey, there are 84,000 women 
teachers, 21,000 nurses, midwives and 
para-medical personnel; and 12,000 
clerks in the public services¢ 





Imbalances in German 
asylum recognition 


Large number of third world refugees 
who flee from persecution seek refuge 
in Germany, according to reports. 
From January to July 1991, 5300 
people arrived at Frankfurt 
Rhein-Main airport and applied for 
political asylum. 


According to Klaus Severin, head of 
Frankfort’s border protection office, 
applicants from Ghana, India, Nigeria, 
Sri Lanka and numerous other 
countries no longer have much chance 
of being recognised as political 
refugees. 


Over 40,000 Tamils fled to 
Germany fearing persecution in Sri 
Lanka but less than 1% only have 
been granted political asylum by the 
Bonn government. 


According to reports, there are only 
three countries in Asia and Africa 
from where substantial numbers of 
refugees have gone to Germany - Sri 
Lanka, Afghanistan and Nigeria. 


The German reports on refugees 
suggest that the number of Afghan 
asylum seekers in Germany continue 
to rise. There were 3,650 in 1989, and 
7,348 a year later. In 1989, about 
17.7% of those applied were granted 
asylum. Political observers say there is 
a Striking imbalance in the percentage 
of Tamils and Afgans being granted 
asylum in Germany, while the two 
civil wars are equally brutal¢ 
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| Plight of refugees in India 





THE Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in 
India are facing renewed harassment 
by the Tamil Nadu state agencies, 
particularly after the assassination of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 


According to the Indian Home 
Ministry there are 210,944 Sri Lankan 
Tamil refugees in India, of whom 
115,792 are living in camps. 
Thousands of Tamils fled to Tamil 
Nadu to escape the genocidal 
massacre of the Tamils in july 1983. 
Following the July 1987 agreement 
between the Indian and Sri Lankan 
governments and the commencement 
of talks between the Sri Lankan 
government and the LTTE agreement 
between the Indian and Sri Lankan 
governments, many Tamils returned 
to Sri Lanka voluntarily and under the 
returnees programme of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

When fighting between the Sri 
Lankan armed forces and LTTE 
resumed in March 1990, there was a 
massive exodus into Tamil Nadu and 
the state government established 
camps in 18 districts to accommodate 
the refugees. The Indian government 
says that it has spent over Rupees 380 
million (£9.5 million) on Sri Lankan 
refugees since 1983. 


In the wake of Rajiv Gandhi’s 


killing all Sri Lankans living outside 
refugee camps were ordered by the 
State government in June 1991 to 
register themselves at the nearest 
police station. 


Despite the announcement that 
those not complying would face 
deportation only 26,000 persons were 
arrested for failure to register. This 
included number of persons who had 
become Indian citizens under the 
Indo-Ceylon Agreement of 1964 
(Sirima- Shastri Pact) and Sri Lankan 
Temporary Resident Permit holders 
who had returned to India over the 
last 30 years. Some persons have also 
been arrested allegedly for not 
possessing proper documents. 


Following the State government 
order, many refugees and repatriates 
lost their employment and employers 
began demanding proof of registration 
with the police as a pre-requisite for 
employment. Only a tiny minority of 
the refugees are employed and the 
loss of employment has affected the 
families. 


Several home-owners in Tamil 
Nadu cities who had provided 
accommodation to refugees panicked 
as a result of the state government 
order and have forced refugees out of 
the houses. Schools & universities 
have been it appears, forced by state 


government Officials to stop admitting 
Sri Lankan children. Some school 
heads have decided by themselves not 
to grant admission. These steps, in 
addition to refugeee children have 
also afficted, other Sri Lankan 
students. As a result of discrimination 
in education in Sri Lanka from the 
1970s which adversely affected Tamil 
students, the practice has been to seek 
admission in schools in India. 
Deprivation of educational facility in 
India would be a blow to the Sri 
Lankan Tamil community. 


Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Jayalalitha Jayaram assured that the 
refuggees would not be returned until 
normalcy returns to Sri Lanka and 
Finance Minister R. Neduncheliyan 
reiterated such position in the State 
Legistative Assembly. There is a need 
for the state government to look into 
the aspects which are making life 
miserable for the refugees, particularly 
those relating to accommodation and 
education. Early in September 
Minister Thondaman took up the 
issue of the refugees with the Indian 
Prime Minister Narasinha Rao. The 
Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in Tamil 
Nadu hope that the Indian govern- 
ment should view their plight only 
from the humanitarian angle and not 
give room for ploitical manoeuvres 
involving the refugees¢ 





Tamil Refugee Children 





When will this wall of suffering break 
down ? When will we return home ? 
Look at the despair on our faces; we 
are the future of a nation 
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BOOK RELEASE CEREMONY 
Amuthuvin Kavithaikal 
(Poems of Amuthu) 


TO the Tamil Community in London 
who have been accustomed to 
watching and witnessing classical 
dance and music recitals ad nauseam, 
at times more than two in a week in 
quick succession, the ceremony that 
was held a couple of weeks ago at the 
Middlesex Polytechnic, Bounds Green 
Road, Bounds Green to mark the 
release and launching of an anthology 
of poems entitled “Amuthuvin 
Kavithaikal” (poems of Amuthu) was 
a welcome change. 


Vidvan Amuthasagaran Adaikala- 
muttu a versatile writer, orator and 
poet of great renown has rendered a 
great service to the entire Eelam 
Tamil community through his latest 
book Amuthuvin Kavithaikal a 
collection of poems of various metres 
and rhythms composed by him at 
different points of time. 


Very well composed and equally 
brought out, this book will certainly 
be a delight to lovers of poetry. The 
lucid style in which the various verses 
varying in themes, are woven is 
characteristic of the poet whose 
language is unmistakably chaste and 
elegant while being simple and sweet. 


The verses in the anthology span a 
period of more than three decades 
and though the verses in the 
anthology have not been arranged in 
any chronological order yet even an 
ordinary reader would be able to 
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discern the period to which each one 
belongs. They are so characteristic of 
the period and place in and at which 
each took birth. 


Although the author is traditionally a 
grammarian well versed in prosody 
and classical Tamil literature which 
are generally said to be terse and 
tough, yet the poems in the present 
anthology are simple and easy even 
where the content is sublime and 
noble. Such is his wondrous command 
of language. 


At a time when the Sri Lanka Tamil 
Community is at cross roads exposed 
to the danger of losing direction and 
jettisoning cultural values and norms 
the release of this anthology will 
certainly prove relevant and useful. 
The author who is undoubtedly a 
Tamil patriot has, throughout his 
poems which run to about 165 pages, 
maintains poise and non partisanship, 
and has steered clear of sectarian or 
parochial politics. It is poets of his 
calibre and quality that we need in 
greater number at this crucial time of 
Tamil politics when divisive 
tendencies get the better of cementing 
forces. 


The author deserves the praise and 
admiration of all the Tamils of the 
World for the poems he has endowed 
to us. Vidvan Adaikalamuthu is an 
asset of the whole Tamil World. Such 
an important event should have 
received more publicity to enable 
larger attendance, which would have 
encouraged the poet and a greater 
section of the community would have 
been made aware of the event and the 
talent of the poet. More publicity for 
future events would no doubt be 
beneficial to the Tamil community¢ 








Appreciation 


The sudden death of Dr.J.P.C.Phi- 
lips last July has shocked all who 
knew him in Jaffna where his healing 
touch was much appreciated. 


Dr Philips was a selfless human 
rights worker and contributed in great 
measure to the Tamil cause. He 
helped all those in dire need without 
fear or favour and guided many youth 
in their hour of need. 


Dr Philips resigned from 
government service early in his career 
to serve the people of Jaffna and 
within a short period he distinguished 
himself as a private medical 
practitioner of repute. His interests 
extended far beyond medicine and his 
versatility contributed to many fields. 
In sports he rendered singular service 
as President of the Jaffna Football 
league and the Jaffna District 
Football Association. 


He believed that education was the 
key that opened the pathway to the 
future and the Patrician Technical 
Institute of Jaffna stands testimony to 
his vision. 

In advancing the cause of aspiring 
students who failed to enter medical 
colleges his pioneering efforts saw the 
establishment of the North Lanka 
Medical College. His devotion, 
enthusiasm and wide interests earned 
him a wide circle of friends and 
admirers. Popularity only made him 
modest and he shunned publicity and 
public office. 


His private hospital was bombed in 
1990 and his failing health compelled 
him to leave the place he so loved for 
Madras where he died. His memory 
will live in people’s hearts for a long 
time¢ 
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